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blaze aloft about that time ; and all Berlin, and all the world, ia in conversation over Maupertuis and it,—30,000 copies sold in Paris :—and Fricdrich naturally was in a towering passion at his Chamberlain. Nothing for the Chamberlain but to fly his presence; to shriek, piteously, ' Accident, your Majesty! Fatal treachery and accident; after such precautions too !'—and fall sick to death (which is always a resource one has); and get into private lodgings in the Taidien-Strasse,1 till one either die, or grow fit to be seen again: ' Ah, Sire '—let us give the Voltaire shriek of Not-a-uiUy, with the Fricdrich Answer; both dateless unluckily :
Voltaire. ' Ah, man Dieu, Sire, in the state I am in ! I nwoar to you again, on my life, which I could renounce without pnin, thtitit is a frightful calumny. I conjure you to tmnunon all my people, and confront them, What? You will judgo mo without heuring me! I demand justice or death.'
Friedrich. 'Your effrontery astonishes me. After wlmt you have done, mid what IB clear as day, you persmt, instead of owning yourself culpable. Do not imagine you will mnke people helievo that black IB white; when one' (on, meaning I) 'does not noe, the reason \», one does not want to seo everything. But if you drive the afl'nir to extremity, —all shall bo nwdo public; and it will be seen whether, if your Works deserve utatucH, your conduct doon not deserve chains.' 8
Most dark clement (not in date only), with terrific thunder-and-lightning. Nothing for it but to keep one's room, mostly one's bed,—'Ah, Sire, sick to clcnth I1
December 2-Mil, 1752, there is one thing dismally distinct, Voltaire himself looking on (they say), from his windows in Dove Street: the Public Burning of Akakia, near there, by the common Hangman. Fignre it; and Voltaire's reflections on it:—haggardly clear that Act Third is culminating; and
1 At n ' Hofnvth Kranchcville'i {kind of subaltern Literary Character, see Dcniiw, ii. 57),' 'J'attbtit-Strassc (Dove Street), No. 20' : stayed there till' March '753 ' (Note by l'rc»», (Enures lie J-'rMJric, xxii. 306 «.).
" (F.uvns tie fWittric, xxil. 302, 301.